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y45 April 19 ' 1901 

cholera and 6 deaths. The cholera cases occurred in the harbor aboard 
the steamship Cheung Chew, which recently arrived from Singapore in 
a very unhygienic condition. The cases reported last week were on the 
same steamer. There has been no epidemic of influenza here during 
the winter, and but few, if any, cases. 

Respectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, V. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague, smallpox, and malarial fever — Mortality statistics for January, 1901. 

Hongkong, China, March 11, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station for the week ended March 9, 1901 : 

Eight steamers were inspected during the week, 586 baths were 
given, and 653 pieces of baggage were disinfected at the disinfection 
stations. 

As stated in last week's report, a visit was made to Macao on the 
steamship Hongkong Maru to observe the character of cargo taken on at 
that port, and the amount of communication with shore. Inquiry 
regarding the health of the port and the accuracy of statistics was 
made. Death statistics are no doubt fairly accurate, but in the case of 
plague the number of cases reported no doubt falls very far short of the 
actual number occurring. This results from the fact that sick Chinese 
go across the bay to the Chinese town of Wanchai where there are hos- 
pital facilities, and that they may die in native territory. 

Nothing like statistics are kept in any part of China, and one can get 
very little information of the true conditions prevailing. I was informed, 
however, that smallpox is epidemic in Canton, and large numbers of 
cases are probably occurring. No information could be obtained 
regarding the plague situation in that city. 

The number of cases of plague is gradually increasing at this port, 
so much so that two districts were declared infected by the local govern- 
ment, that house-to-house inspection and other sanitary measures might 
be enforced. Thus far practically all the cases have been reported after 
death, and I was informed that such would be the case until house to- 
house inspections were made. 

The number of cases of smallpox has increased, and, judging from 
the reports, the mortality is high. 

Malarial fever always prevails, but is more severe during the autumn. 
The etiology and prophylaxis of this disease occupied two sessions of 
the Hongkong branch of the British medical society during the winter. 
Specimens of the parasites were shown ; also the varieties of mosquitoes 
prevalent in the colony, together with their larvae. Two varieties oi" 
anopheles are abundant and two other varieties of the same species are 
probably new, a preliminary report having been made to that effect. 
Dr. Stedman outlined four means of prophylaxis adaptable in this island, 
viz, the destruction of breeding places which has been carried on during 
the past year and consisting in repairing drains and filling holes, the use 
of kerosene, the use of nets to prevent the bites of mosquitoes, and the 
use of quinine. The latter method was used among the local police 
stationed in the new territory. Their stations were known to be in 
malarial districts, yet these men enjoyed marked immunity. The qui- 
nine was given in the manner recommended by Koch. 
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The sanitary reports for the week ended March 9, 1901, show 14 cases 
of plague and 15 deaths, and 2 cases of smallpox and 1 death. 

I also transmit under same cover an abstract of the mortality statistics 
of the colony during the month of January, 1901. 

Eespectfully, John W. Kerb, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. M. 8. 
The Stjbgeon-Genebal, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.] 
Abstract of mortality statistics at Hongkong during January, 1901. 





Population. 




Population. 




British 
and for- 
eign. 


Chinese 
land. 


Chinese 
harbor. 


British 
and for- 
eign. 


Chinese 
land. 


Chinese 
harbor. 


Specific febrile dis- 
eases— 


1 





3 




1 












1 
1 









29 

6 

4 
19 

2 
21 

1 


7 
9 

17 

14 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 



7 
2 
2 
1 



3 




9 

5 


1 



5 







1 









3 



Nervous diseases- 
Continued. 
Infantile convul- 
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British and foreign population, 9,100; death rate, 23.1 per 1,000. Chinese land population, 
212,860; death rate, 16.2 per 1,000. Chinese harbor population, 85,040; death rate, 16.1 per 1,000. 
Total population of colony, 257,000; death rate, 16.4 per 1,000, exclusive of Army and Navy. 



COLOMBIA. 

No yellow fever reported at Barranquilla since December, 1900. 

Washington, D. C, April 11, 1901. 

Sib : Eeferring to your letter dated March 5 last, and to the Depart- 
ment's reply thereto of the 12th of that month, relative to the case of 
yellow fever at Cienfuegos, Cuba, the patient being a sailor from the 
steamship Fri, which had arrived at that port from Barranquilla, and 
to the desire of the Surgeon General of the Marine-Hospital Service for 
a report in the premises from the consul of the United States at Barran- 
quilla, I have now the honor to inclose, for your information on the 
subject, copy of dispatch, No. 65, dated the 25th ultimo, from the vice- 
consul reporting on the subject. 

Eespectfully, John Hat, Secretary of State. 

Hon. Secbetabt of the Tbeasubt. 



